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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 28

WHEREAS, the State of Missouri first adopted the Missouri

Criminal Code in 1977 to create a cohesive body of criminal law

to be published in one portion of the Revised Statutes of

Missouri; and

WHEREAS, the Code now lacks the cohesiveness it was created

to embody after more than three decades of criminal statutes

being enacted outside of the Missouri Criminal Code and non-

criminal statutes being added to the Code; and

WHEREAS, the statutes enacted over the years include

duplicative and conflicting criminal laws and inconsistent

penalties; and

WHEREAS, some of these laws, in practice, have not had the

intended effect of serving practitioners of criminal law and

victims of crimes; and

WHEREAS, the Missouri Bar Association has spent four years

developing recommendations for improving the Missouri Criminal

Code, making the Code more cohesive and consistent, and repealing

duplicative and conflicting provisions; and

WHEREAS, the recommendations of the Missouri Bar Association

encompass more than 700 sections of law; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly understands the importance and

immensity of reviewing the recommendations and developing a plan

to revise the Missouri Criminal Code:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the

Missouri Senate, Ninety-sixth General Assembly, Second Regular

Session, the House of Representatives concurring therein, hereby
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establish the Joint Committee on the Missouri Criminal Code; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Committee shall be composed

of two majority party members to be appointed by the President

Pro Tempore of the Senate and one minority party member to be

appointed by the Minority Leader of the Senate, and two majority

party members to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, and one minority party member to be appointed by

the Minority Leader of the House of Representatives; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Committee shall conduct a

comprehensive review of the Missouri Criminal Code and the

Missouri Bar Associations recommendations, examine any other

issues that the Committee deems relevant, and make any

recommendations for improving the cohesiveness, consistency, and

effectiveness of the state's criminal laws; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Committee be authorized to

hold hearings as it deems advisable, and may solicit any input or

information necessary to fulfill its obligations; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the staffs of House Research and

Senate Research shall provide such legal, research, clerical,

technical and bill drafting services as the Committee may require

in the performance of its duties; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Committee, its members, and

any staff personnel assigned to the Committee shall receive

reimbursement for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in

attending meetings of the Committee or any subcommittee thereof;

and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the actual expenses of the Joint

Committee, its members, and any staff assigned to the Joint
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Committee incurred by the Joint Committee shall be paid by the

Joint Contingency Fund; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Joint Committee is

authorized to begin its work beginning on the adoption of this

resolution and continue during the legislative interim between

the Second Regular Session of the Ninety-sixth General Assembly

and the First Regular Session of the Ninety-seventh General

Assembly through December 31, 2012, as authorized by State v.

Atterburry, 300 S.W. 2d 806 (Mo. 1957); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Committee report its

recommendations and findings to the Missouri General Assembly by

November 15, 2012, and the authority of such Committee shall

terminate on November 14, 2012.


